Kongres 1905 - odhaleni sochy Ch.
Spurgeona

V sobotu 17. Cervence dopoledne doslo na Svétovém kongresu baptistt v Londyné k pozoruhodnému
aktu - odhaleni sochy Charlese H. Spurgeona.

Byl to druhy kontroverzni akt na kongresu, prvnim byla vyzva, aby delegati spole¢né nahlas
opakovali po predsedajicim presidentovi Alexandru Maclarenovi Apostolské vyznani viry.

I tentokrat byl aktérem president Akexander Maclaren. Odhaleni sochy baptistickému kazateli bylo
aktem do té doby nevidanym. Po 150 letech ostrého vymezovani baptista vaci , pohanskym
praktikam” katolické cirkve, za které povazovali i umistovéani soch katolickych svatych - svédki viry
- do kostelu a chramt, ucinili baptisté na svém svétovém kongresu v Londyné srovnatelny akt.
Odhalili sochu svému kazateli a umistili ji ve vstupni hale sborového domu londynského
baptistického sboru.

Pikantni na odhaleni sochy kazateli Ch. Spurgeonovi v Londyné 1905 bylo také to, ze se tak stalo
pouhych 17 let po jeho velké kontroverzi nazvané Down Grade. Spurgeon obvinoval baptisty z pozice
kalvinistické teologie z herezi a poté opustil anglickou Baptistickou Unii a stal se neformalnim
vidcem Evangelikdlni Aliance. Stoclenny vybor Baptistické Unie poté vyslovil Ch. Spurgeonovi 95
hlasy neduvéru. Spurgeon kratce nato umiré po dlouhé vazné nemoci. O pouhych sedmnéct let
pozdéji mu anglicky president svétového kongresu odhaluje sochu, ktera je umisténa v baptistickém
kostele v Londyné. Zvlastnosti je, ze se o tomto aktu zminuji, kromé zpravy o prubéhu kongresu, jen
Spurgeonovi Zivotopisci. Jinak se v baptistickych zdrojich o ném vétsSinou neinformuje, nediskutuje,
prechazi se ml¢enim. Je mozné, ze $lo o iniciativu Spurgeonovych kalvinistickych nésledovniki a
obdivovateld, ktefi si nasledné kontroverzi tohoto aktu uvédomovali.

Odaleni sochy kazatele Ch. Spurgeona vykonal osobné president kongresu Akexander Maclaren.
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Alexander Maclaren

Delegati nejprve zazpivali pisen ,Duch svaty je zde,, kterou slozil sam kazatel Spurgeon. Poté mél
proslov Dr. Maclaren. Mimo jiné rekl, Ze je to pro néj véci nejvyssi cti a obrovské radosti, ze muze
vlastni rukou odhalit tuto sochu nezapomenutelného pritele a bratra, Charlese Spurgeona. Po

slovech chvaly o jeho brilianci a imaginaci, mistrovstvi a jazyku, ,kterému rozuméli obycCejni lidé“,




uzavrel sviij projev slovy, ze Spurgeon byl nesrovnatelné nejlep$im kazatelem své doby a vSech
denominaci. Po potlesku dodal: ,A my, kazdy z nas, poklonme se mu, s ohledem na jeho mimoradnou
spiritudlni a homiletickou silu. Dodal bych k tomu pouze jedno slovo a neni to moje slovo: On byl, jak
jen nejvétsi jsou, ve své jednoduchosti vzneseny.” Nasledoval potlesk delegati a odhaleni sochy.

UNYEILING OF THE SPURGEON STATUE.

The hymn,  The Holy Ghost is here,”” which was composed by C. H.
Spurgeon, was then sung, and Dr. Maclaren proceeded to deliver an address,

The President : I count it as in some respects the highest honour and
greatest pleasure attaching to my honourable office here, that it devolves
upon my hands to unveil this statue of our never-to-be-forgotten friend
and brother, Charles Spurgeon.  Milton, in his magnificent sonnet in reference
to the honoured bones of the great dramatist says :

* Thou in our wonder and astonishment
Hast built thyself a life-long monument.”

We can say far tenderer words as to the effect which Charles Spurgeon’s
life and teaching have had on us as individuals and as a Denomination.
Those of us who knew him in the sweet abandonment of private life, and knew
the genial wealth of unforced and never bitter humour—for there never was
a man, certainly within my experience, who with such powers of wit and of
sarcasm used them under the guidance of our Father so continually as Charles
Haddon Spurgeon did—we knew what he was in the intimacies of private
life ; and l{:or many men and women in this Hall to-day the world has been
greyer, and the fountains of fellowship and friendship have run dryer since
the day that we carried him to his grave. It would ill-become me to give,
or to attempt to give, any analysis—that will be done by my friend who follows
me—of the unique qualities of the preacher. He was in the true succession
of Latimer and Luther and John Bunyan. He was full of feeling and full
of brilliant, yet, with all its brilliance, of homely imagination. That muter?
of the plain Saxon tongue that was ‘‘ understanded of the common people,”
and found its way to every heart, embroidered with a richness of familiarity
with the Scriptures that was almost unexampled in his time ; that carnestness
of adherence to the great evangelical verities. and that persuasiveness and
fulness of conviction overflowing in all his words, made him incomparably
the greatest preacher of our generation and of our Denomination. (Applause.)
And we , all of us, how down to him with the recognition of that pre-eminence
of spiritual and homiletical power. I would only add une word, and it shall
not be my own word, it is this: ‘‘ He was, a3 the greatest only ar8, in his
simplicity sublime.” (Applause.)

Projev A. Maclarena pri odhaleni sochy

Poté promluvil tajemnik kongresu kazatel Shakespeare a informoval delegaty, ze nebyla odhalena
socha, ale jen socharsky model. Pri odlévani sochy z bronzu doslo ke vzniku uzké praskliny v kovu.
Socha proto musela byt odlita znovu, coz se ale nestihlo do naplanovaného terminu odhaleni sochy v
prubéhu tohoto kongresu. Bronzové socha Ch. Spurgeona bude posléze umisténa do vstupni haly
sborového domu londynského baptistického sboru. Tviircem sochy byl sochai Durwent Wood.
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STATUE OF THE REv. C. H. SPURGEON.

Socha kazatele Ch. H. Spurgeona v Zivotni velikosti

V zavéru aktu odhaleni sochy mél proslov kazatel John Wilson, ¢erstvé zvoleny vicepresident
Evangelikalni asociace kazatelskych seminard.



REvV. JOHN WILSON
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The statue, which is full life-size and stood on the platform, was then
unveiled by Dr. Maclaren.

The Secretary : I ought to explain a small matter in connection with the
statue. In the 'final casting there was a slight leakage of the metal, and
therefore what is unveiled to-day is the ptor's model, and the statue
itself will be placed in the Baptist Church House. In any detail in which
the statue differs from the model it is inferior to it ; and you have unveiled
before you this morning the fulness of the artist's conception. Mr. Durwent
Wood is the sculptor.

Rev. John Wilson : I owe my position here to-day to the fact that I am
& son of Mr. S8purgeon in the ministry. I was chosen a few days ago as
Vice-President of the Pastors’ College Evangelical Association, and so I am
permitted to speak for my brethren. I suppose the other reason was that
the Committee believed I was about the only man who could make a short
speech on such a theme. But my own faith is not quite so strong. The
temptation to dilate at unreasonable length is very great. But I confess to
you that I am resolved to resist it. The right thing has been done by the
right man in the rig}l::gwsy. We all rejoice to-day that the statue of Charles
Haddon Spurgeon been unveiled by the greatest living preacher—Dr.
Maclaren. Mr. Spurgeon was a great minister, and his was a great ministry.
I seldom come to London without thinking of that forty years’ ministry
to the largest congregations that have ever assembled in the history of the
world. It wassaid, ** the common people heard him gladly,” and sometimes 1
recall with this saying the reflection of one who you will remember was
himself a great preacher : ** There is a boy talking in a confused and incoherent
way,” he said,"" after whom all the world seems to be going.” To-day that
observation does not reflect upon the preacher or upon the people, but upon
the critic. It is aaid that, early in life, Mr. Sp n had a wish that he might

ublish a weekly sermon, and beyond his wildest dreamns that has been
realised for the paat fifty years ; still the river flows on, purifying, refreshing
and bleasing the world ; and to-day it is recognised by the critics, as well a«
by the common people, that they were great sermons. (Hear, hear.) We
are glad to have had the verdict of our President, and I believe the verdict
of all scholars is the same. *‘ We have yettu learn,” savs Dr. Robertson
Nicoll, ** or the Church has, how great a saint and Doctor it had in Mr.
S8purgeon. If religion is derived from revelation, and if theology is to be
kept close to Christian experience, . . . then we do not itate to
say that Mr. Spurgeon was not a whit behind the very chiefest of theologians.”
He also speaks of him as that great modern teacher of substitution, * the
Apostle Spurgeon.” But great as hia works were, he was greater. He was
accustomed to say that when he had fired away all his ammunition he put
himself into the gun, and then fired himself. And that was the manhood
which has been sn beautifully described. and which was so many-sided—
for he not only held the truth, but the truth held him and changed him and
transformed him. It was the truth in Spurgeon that spoke to the masses of
our fellow men. I am not here to glorify Mr. Spurgeon, but we glory in him.
In his last address to a few friends at Mentone, {m Anid : ** We would so have
it that when our life is written, those who write will not think that we are
self-made men, but that they will see the handiwork ; "not the clay but the
potter's hand. We would be a sacrifice, an altar of incense continually
smoking with sweet perfume to the Master on high.” Has not that prediction
of what he desired his life to be been realised *  Somehow Spurgeon gave
himself more and more to Christ, as He became the more identified with the
Gospel he had to preach, and wherever this unsacerdotal Gospel shall be
preached, the name of Charles Haddon Spurgeon will be remembered.

(Applause.)

“ Thou hast thy record in the Monarch's Hall,



Ch. H. Spurgeon v centru kontroverze

Ch. Spurgeon byl ve své dobé nejen obdivovan ale také kritizovan. Jeho dramaticky prednes - pri
kazani prechazel po pddiu, dramatizoval biblické pribéhy a plnil sva kdzani sentimentalnimi pribéhy
0 umirajicich détech a truchlicich rodi¢ich. Mnozi se citili dot¢eni a rikali mu ,kazatelsky kaspar.”

Spurgeon na kritiku odpovédél: ,Jsem mozna vulgarni, ale to neni imysiné, kromé toho, ze se
snazim, aby lidé poslouchali. Jsem presvédcen, ze mame dostatek zdvorilych kazateld.”






Socha Ch. H. Spurgeona dnes

Nejen jeho styl, ale také jeho nazory vyvolavaly spory. U nékterych témat nebyl schopen zlstat
nekritickym, napr. katolicismus, ritudly, pokrytectvi a modernismus - posledni z nich se stalo
centrem diskuse, ktera poznamenala jeho posledni roky v ¢inné sluzbé.

V roce 1887 zacal Spurgeon verejné prohlasovat, Ze nékteri jeho baptisticti kolegové redi
evangelium. Byl to konec devatenactého stoleti, kdy darwinismus a kriticky biblicky pristup primél
mnoho krestant, aby prehodnotili své chapani Bible. Spurgeon véril, ze problémem neni vyklad, ale
Ze je ohrozena sama podstata viry. Ve svém mési¢niku prohlasil: , Svoji valku vedeme s lidmi, kteri se
vzdavaji obéti za smireni, popiraji inspiraci Pisma svatého a zpochybnuji ospravedInéni virou.”

V historii baptisti nebylo odhaleni sochy kazateli aktem ojedinélym. O sto a jeden rok pozdéji (2006)
baptisté z Jizni baptistické konvence v USA, kteri v té dobé opustili Svétovy svaz baptistu a vydali se
kalvinistickym smérem, odhalili na svém kongresu v Nashville bronzovou sochu kazateli Billy
Grahamovi.



Socha Billyho Grahama v Nashville
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